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Questionnaire: Basements Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) - Feb 2015 
Question: [12] Do you have any comments on Section 9: Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS)? 

Respondent Name Consultation Response Council’s Response 
CRUMP No Noted. 
Norland Society (Clive 
Wilson) 

No Noted. 

Harriet Stevens Agree. My neighbours have changed the 
sewerage system and we have had dreadful 
problems with rats! 

Noted. There are powers under the 
Environmental Health legislation to control 
vermin infestations if these arise. 

MacAulay Allowing basements on 50% of the garden 
space will, in the long term, prove a severe 
problem for the borough. 

Noted. The policy will be monitored and 
reviewed if this were to happen. 

Royal Avenue residents 
(Martin Flash) 

Support the Council position Noted. 

Cynthia Oakes agreed Noted. 
Sydney St. & District R.A. 
(R. Alexander) 

Very good Noted. 

ASUC (Rob Withers) No comment Noted. 
Underpin & Makegood 
(Contracting) Ltd (Sharon 
Tindale) 

No Noted. 

Susan Van Noorden Agree Noted. 
Victoria McNeile We approve Noted. 
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Respondent Name Consultation Response Council’s Response 
Susan Johns Drainage being affected is also a concern Noted. 
Ian Rickword See Comments on Section 1 Noted. 
Onslow Neighbourhood 
Association (Eva Skinner) 

No Noted. 

Knowles & Associates Ltd 
(Alan Everett) 

No comment Noted. 

Sam Gordon Clark Have read this and am supportive of the 
Council's position. 

Noted. 

Alana Spence Will you disturb a nest of Rats? There are powers under the Environmental 
Health legislation to control vermin infestations 
if these arise. 

Gerald Eve (Joanne Rams) N/A Noted. 
Thames Water Utilities Ltd 
(Mark Mathews) 

Section 9 – SuDS 
 
Sustainable drainage and surface water 
disposal – In many cases sustainable drainage 
still yields a positive connection into the public 
sewer. For most of the Royal Borough, this is 
into a combined sewer. Thames Water will 
support additional wording in the document 
that encourages the discharge of surface water 
run off as high up the drainage hierarchy as 
possible. We would expect any connection of 

The Draft SPD is providing guidance on Policy 
CL7: Basements. Other policies in the Core 
Strategy also apply to developments.  Policy 
CE2 (e) of the Core Strategy requires 
sustainable urban drainage (SUDs), or other 
measures, to reduce both the volume and the 
speed of water run-off to the drainage system 
ensuring that surface water run-off is managed 
as close to its source as possible in line with 
the hierarchy in the London Plan. 
 



3 
 

Respondent Name Consultation Response Council’s Response 
surface water discharge into the public sewer 
to do all that is reasonably practicable to yield 
a peak discharge rate equivalent to greenfield 
runoff rates, but in all cases the developer 
must demonstrate there is no increased risk of 
flooding. This would be in accordance with the 
updated PPG and London Plan Policy 5.13. 

The policy requirement of 1m of soil on top of 
basements and the provision of SuDS achieve 
the objectives of Policy CE2. 
 
Section 8 of the Draft SPD provided further 
guidance on Flooding and the triggers for a site 
specific flood risk assessment to be 
undertaken. This approach does require 
applicants demonstrate that there is no 
increased risk of flooding. 

Self (Don Cruickshank) no Noted. 
DP9 (Jeff Wilson) N/A Noted. 
The Markham Square 
Association (David Cox) 

No. Noted. 

Cranbrook Basements 
(Kevin O'Connor) 

The requirement for a minimum of one metre of 
soil above any part of the basement beneath a 
garden to provide both SuDS and landscaping 
opportunities should have an exemptions rule. 
For instance an existing driveway providing off 
street parking is unlikely to be reverted back to 
garden space as private parking is so valuable 
(as well as being against policy for loss of off 
street parking) and if SuDS can be provided by 

Noted.  
 
It is not within the remit of the SPD to provide 
exceptions to policy on the 1m of soil. The 
provision of 1m of soil and SuDS are two 
separate criteria although the reasoned 
justification acknowledges and the Draft SPD 
further clarifies that 1m of soil can be used for 
dual purposes. 
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Respondent Name Consultation Response Council’s Response 
other means then one meter top soil over the 
basement lid should be exempt. 

 
Paragraph 9.3 of the Draft SPD explains that 
applicants can choose to provide SuDS in 
other ways for example permeable paving. 
More examples of SuDS can be found in the 
links provided in our SuDS webpages. 
 
 

The Kensington Society 
(Amanda Frame) 

9. Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) 
 
Box: Preface the bullets with: "The applicant 
should:" 
 
Second bullet: Line 2: after "it" insert "directly" 
 
Para 9.2: Line 2: after "garden" add ", including 
front and side gardens." 
 
Line 5: After "connected" add "directly". 
 
Para 9.3: Add at the end: "The aim should be 
to minimise or eliminate site water run-off, 
through drainage into SuDS and not to the 

Box - The blue boxes at the beginning of each 
section are a simple checklist for each topic 
and adding the word should is not considered 
necessary. 
 
Second bullet: Line 2: 
Using the word ‘directly’ may give the 
impression that surface water run-off needs to 
be piped, which is not the intention. No 
change. 
 
An error has been noticed in the 
accompanying figure 5 which shows how 
the 1m of soil is linked. The level of natural 
unaffected garden should be at the same 

http://www.rbkc.gov.uk/planningandbuildingcontrol/planningpolicy/flooding/sustainabledrainagesystems.aspx
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Respondent Name Consultation Response Council’s Response 
sewer system." level as the top of the 1m of soil. This will 

be corrected. 
 
Paragraph 9.2: Line 2 garden is clear and 
relates to all types of gardens. 
 
Line 5: 
See comments above. 
 
Paragraph 9.3:  
The Draft SPD is providing guidance on Policy 
CL7: Basements. Other policies in the Core 
Strategy also apply to developments.  Policy 
CE2 (e) of the Core Strategy requires 
sustainable urban drainage (SUDs), or other 
measures, to reduce both the volume and the 
speed of water run-off to the drainage system 
ensuring that surface water run-off is managed 
as close to its source as possible in line with 
the hierarchy in the London Plan.  
 

Basement Force (Simon 
Haslam) 

Yes 
Comment 36 

Comment 36  
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Respondent Name Consultation Response Council’s Response 
My understanding is that SuDS is used to 
minimise or manage any negative impacts on 
surface water drainage. 
 
Basement development underneath and 
existing building should not have a negative 
impact on surface water drainage and 
therefore SuDS should not be required for 
these basements. 
 
SuDS should only be required where there is a 
garden basement or when a basement is being 
built below a new building or extension i.e. 
where there will be risk of a negative impact on 
surface water flows. 
 
It would be useful to include a note on this 
matter to avoid confusion. 

Policy CE2 does require SUDS for all 
development. However, as with the application 
of all policy criteria the reason why the policy is 
being applied has to be taken into account. If 
the basement is completely under the footprint 
of the house and no surface area is being 
created where SUDS would be used to 
mitigate the impact then in most circumstances 
it would not be appropriate to apply the policy. 
This is one where other material considerations 
such as the fact that no additional flood risk is 
being created would outweigh the policy. 
There is no need for an extra note as this is the 
way that the application of policy should always 
be considered and there may be 
circumstances where SUDs may need to be 
provided.     

Richard Grantley 9. Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) 
Para 9.3 - it would be helpful to have examples 
of the other ways in which SuDS could be 
provided. 

More information and examples of SuDS can 
be found on the Council’s SuDS webpages. 
 

ASRD Ltd (Gerald Eve) N/A Noted. 

http://www.rbkc.gov.uk/planningandbuildingcontrol/planningpolicy/flooding/sustainabledrainagesystems.aspx
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