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Kensington and 
Chelsea character 
study consultation

The character areas 
 



1. Avondale
2. The Boltons
3. Brompton Cemetery
4. Chelsea and Chelsea Estates
5. Chelsea Park and Sloane/Stanley
6. Cheyne
7. Colville 
8. Courtfield
9. Cremorne and World’s End Estates
10. Dalgarno Neighbourhood Estates 
11. Earl’s Court  Opportunity Area and 

Warwick Road

12. Earl’s Court Village
13. Edwards Square, Abingdon and Lexham
14. Gloucester Road
15. Hans Town
16. Holland Park
17. Kensal Gas Works
18. Kensal Green Cemetery
19. Kensal New Town
20. Kensington Court and Kensington Square
21. Kensington Green Estate
22. Kensington Museums
23. Kensington Palace and Kensington

24. King’s Road and Sydney Street
25. Knightsbridge
26. Ladbroke
27. Lots Village & Stanley
28. Norland
29. Notting Dale
30. Notting Hill Gate
31. Oxford Gardens – St Quintin 
32. Pembridge
33. Philbeach and Earl’s Court Square
34. Portobello Green
35. Queens Gate and Brompton

36. Royal Hospital 
37. Sloane Avenue North
38. Sloane Square
39. St Charles’ Hospital, Balfour and 

Treverton Estates
40. The Westway and West London 

Railway Corridor 
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The study divides the borough into ‘character areas’ which 

share common characteristics. 

Looking at different character areas helps us identify what 

gives these areas their own distinct sense of place and iden-

tity.

Explore the character areas
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N

Parks and green spaces

Conservation areas

Character area boundary

Kensal, North Kensington and Ladbroke Grove
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Character area boundary

Conservation areas

Parks and green spaces

Notting Hill
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Character area boundary

Conservation areas

Parks and green spaces

Holland Park and Kensington
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Character area boundary

Conservation areas

Parks and green spaces

Earl’s Court and Redcliffe
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Character area boundary

Conservation areas

Parks and green spaces

Chelsea
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N

Character area boundary

Conservation areas

Parks and green spaces

South Kensington, Knightsbridge and Hans Town
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1. Avondale This area encompasses a mixture of Victorian streets of modest terraced 
houses dating from the late 19th century centred around St Clement’s Church 
and 20th century buildings and social housing estates.  Avondale Park lies 
towards the centre and small number of shops are dispersed along on St Ann’s 
Road and Mary Place.  St Clements Church forms a local landmark building in 
the neighbourhood.

2.  The Boltons This area encompasses two historic Victorian neighbourhoods of uniform 
terraces each laid out around two church squares. This is a predominantly 
quiet and leafy residential area though more recent development, including 
studios, mansion flats, retail and hospitality are concentrated on the busier 
roads of Old Brompton and Fulham.

3. Brompton 
Cemetery

This area comprises the mid-19th century Brompton Cemetery, a Registered 
Historic Park and Garden (Grade I), historically significant as one of the earliest 
of London’s ‘Magnificent Seven’ cemeteries.  It is flanked by the West London 
Railway corridor to the west, and Old Brompton Road to the north. It contains 
a number of significant structures, including the Church of England Chapel 
(Grade II*) and 28 listed tombs, monuments, and mausoleums. The cemetery 
is open to the public and provides important recreational amenity as well as a 
valuable habitat for wildlife. 

Character areas

Explore the character areas
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4. Chelsea and 
Chelsea Estates

This neighbourhood is located between Fulham Road to the north and the 
King’s Road to the south and comprises streets of modest Victorian terraces 
as well as the William Sutton and Samuel Lewis Estates (The Chelsea Estates).  
These are high-quality planned social housing estates in a Queen Anne Revival 
style dating from the early 20th century set out in block patterns, ranging 
between 5 and 6 storeys in height.    

5. Chelsea Park & 
Sloane/Stanley

This area contains a varied mixture of architectural styles on a grid of 
residential streets between Fulham Road and the King’s Road.  Comprising 
mostly terraced houses of 3 and 5 storeys dating from the 18th century 
onwards, the buildings display a coherence of materials and massing despite 
their variety. 

6. Cheyne This area predominantly comprises early to mid Victorian uniform terraces (3 
to 5 storeys), with other examples dating from early Georgian through to the 
inter-war period. Historically the riverside setting was the site of royal palaces. 
The street pattern evolved through and around the plots of the great houses 
as they were sold off and redeveloped. The area’s frontage onto the Thames 
and views along it are an important part of the character of the southern part 
of the area. The north eastern part of the area is focussed around Duke of 
York Square; a focal point for the King’s Road shopping area and home to the 
Saatchi Gallery.

Character areas
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7. Colville Developed from the late Georgian period into the Victorian era as a series 
of residential terraces, the area has retained a cohesive character and is 
characterised by its brightly coloured terraced houses. A concentration of a 
large number of restaurants and shops linked to Portobello Road form the 
western boundary. Notable landmarks include All Saints Church, Colville 
Primary School and the Tabernacle Community Centre. 

8. Courtfield This is a predominantly self-contained, quiet residential neighbourhood 
located between Cromwell Road and Old Brompton Road in the southwest of 
the borough. The streets were laid out in the late 19th century and comprise 
modest terraced houses, mansion blocks of 6-7 storeys and a small number 
of mews houses, set around a series of leafy garden squares. The architecture 
of the housing tends to either adopt a mid-Victorian Italianate or more ornate 
late-Victorian style. The mews housing in contrast is of a more domestic scale 
(2-3 storeys) and style.

9. Cremorne & 
World’s End 
Estates

Stretching from King’s Road to the Thames, the area comprises a series of 
distinctive 20th century social housing developments. These residential areas 
are largely inward facing, with a community centre, retail amenity and the 
Chelsea Theatre clustered on King’s Road. The relationship with the Thames 
and with the heritage architecture in surrounding neighbourhoods, as well as 
the World’s End Distillery, are important elements within the local streetscape.

Character areas
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10. Dalgarno 
Neighbourhood 
Estates 

This area encompasses a number of distinct 20th century housing estates: 
The Sutton Trust Estate (now known as Quentin Park); the Peabody Dalgarno 
Gardens; the Rootes or Sunbeam development built on the site of the former 
Talbot car factory in the 1990s; and the small Notting Barns Estate. The earlier 
estates to the east are distinctive and larger in scale, comprising 5-6 storey 
red brick blocks within a strong network of streets and semi-private internal 
courtyards.  The mature street trees and the Sunbeam park contribute 
positively to the character of the area.

11. Earl’s Court  
Opportunity Area 
and Warwick 
Road

This area encompasses a brownfield site that once housed the Earl’s Court 
Exhibition Centre as well as and land to the west of Warwick Road which has 
seen successive redevelopments in the late 20th century and in recent years.  
The West London Railway line to the west forms a strong boundary to the 
area. In contrast to the areas to the east, the urban grain is coarse and of a 
larger scale, due to its industrial heritage. The brownfield site in the south of 
the area is awaiting redevelopment and lies within the Earl’s Court and West 
Kensington Opportunity Area.

12. Earl’s Court 
Village

Earl’s Court Village Conservation Area is a triangular shaped, quiet residential 
area tucked away behind two busy thoroughfares; Earl’s Court Road to the 
east and Cromwell Road to the north. The residential streets have to this day, 
in spite of the significant changes around them, retained a village-like charm, 
character and scale. The buildings are simple and unpretentious being made 
up of terraced housing and shops that form attractive characterful streets of 
late Georgian and Victorian date.

Character areas
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13. Edwards Square, 
Abingdon and 
Lexham

This area of predominantly late-Georgian and mid-Victorian residential 
streets of high architectural quality is bounded to the south by the major 
thoroughfare of Cromwell Road and Kensington High Street to the north. 

14. Gloucester Road This relatively small area is focussed on the busy A4, Brompton Road and onto 
which face large Victorian terraces as well as more recently developed hotels 
and commercial and retail buildings.  Whilst there is still some evidence of 
the previous Victorian streetscape, for instance in the terraces of the Lexham 
and Earl’s Court Village, this has been eroded in places where more recent 
development of a coarser grain has replaced the older street pattern. The 
Grade II listed Gloucester Road Station is a landmark building within the 
neighbourhood.

15. Hans Town This area is defined by the distinctive brick and stucco terraces of the 
Grosvenor and Cadogan Estates to the east and the red brick Queen Anne 
Revival architecture of Cadogan Square and Lennox Gardens to the west. 
The streetscape is laid out in a distinct pattern of large town houses set 
around grand garden squares or along wide streets, backing onto small mews 
buildings on narrow streets. There are also late-Victorian/Edwardian, inter-war 
and later mansion blocks of flats interspersed throughout the area.

Character areas
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16. Holland Park The focal point of this area is Holland Park itself. The park is a Grade 2 listed 
garden and contains the the remains of Holland House – a Grade 2 listed 
building that was ruined in World War 2. There is a huge variety of buildings 
surrounding the park. Many of the most distinctive buildings are listed and 
include 19th century detached Italianate villas, and purpose built artists’ 
studios. Many of these are clad in distinctive white stucco that is a feature 
of the area.  There are also large areas of 1960s infill buildings. Whilst many 
of these are of a high quality, they jar with the prevailing historic character. 
Most of the area is included in the Holland Park Conservation Area with the 
exception of Holland Road Elsham Road and Russell Road and the streets 
that connect them. These streets are at the west of the area and have a less 
distinctive character of Victorian terraces mixed with some later infill blocks.

17. Kensal Gas Works This area currently encompasses an area of industrial and utility infrastructure, 
including a large railway corridor flanked by vacant land, and a large 
supermarket complex. Historically, the area was home to a gas works with 
the Grand Central Canal forming the area’s northern boundary.  Views 
are available over surrounding areas to the south, including to St Charles’ 
Hospital.  The area forms part of the Kensal Canalside Opportunity Area for 
which specific Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) is being prepared. 
You can read the draft SPD and have you say up to 24 May 2021 here https://
www.givemyview.com/kensalcanalside.

Character areas

https://www.givemyview.com/kensalcanalside
https://www.givemyview.com/kensalcanalside
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18. Kensal Green 
Cemetery

This area comprises the historic Kensal Green (All Souls) Cemetery. The 
cemetery has an open character and is defined by large boundary walls along 
Harrow Road, Ladbroke Grove and the Grand Union Canal to the south.  The 
walls and the mature trees, particularly at its southern boundary, mean the 
cemetery it is largely visually contained.  As well as lending historic character 
to the surrounding area, the site offers recreational amenity and is a valuable 
habitat for wildlife.

19. Kensal New Town The Grand Central Canal to the north and the Great Western Railway line to 
the south contribute to the self-contained character of this neighbourhood 
and its distinctive mix of buildings.  Originally a Victorian suburb, the area 
has seen successive redevelopment over the 20th century and today the area 
encompasses a diverse mixture of housing blocks, workshops and studios and 
a range of building forms and architectural styles.  The area contains the Grade 
II* listed Trellick Tower, which forms a significant landmark across a wide area, 
the Grade II listed Cheltenham Estate and some remnants of the Victorian 
urban fabric, notably the Emslie Horniman’s Pleasance Gardens and the 
Church Of Our Lady Of Holy Souls. Street trees and the significant open spaces 
of the Meanwhile Gardens and the Horniman’s Pleasance Gardens contribute 
positively to the areas character.

Character areas
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20. Kensington Court 
and Kensington 
Square

This area has a diverse range of built form dating from the late 17th century 
to the present day. The area is centred around the grand garden square of 
Kensington Square and the Queen Anne style Kensington Court, which are 
both significant features within it. The finer urban grain of the historic streets 
contrasts with the coarser grain of the 20th century department stores along 
Kensington High Street.

21. Kensington Green 
Estate

This small, but diverse area is flanked by High Street Kensington Station to 
the north and a railway corridor to the east. It includes the self-contained 
St Mary’s Lane and St Mary’s Gate and a group of large late-20th century 
hotels in the north-east. These contrast with the remnant  Georgian terraces 
along Cheniston Gardens and Wright’s Lane, which are smaller in scale and 
contribute historic character to the streetscape.

22. Kensington 
Museums

This area encompasses a complex of internationally renowned museums 
which front onto Cromwell Road, including the Natural History Museum and 
the Victoria and Albert Museum (both Grade I listed buildings).  

Character areas
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23. Kensington 
Palace and 
Kensington

This area extends between the busy thoroughfares of Kensington High Street 
and Notting Hill Gate.  The eastern area comprises This area encompasses 
Kensington Palace (Grade I listed), the western part of its gardens (Grade I 
Registered Park and Garden), the large Kensington Palace Gardens and the 
grand detached housings on Kensington Park Gardens.  To the west it is 
a  highly dense, largely residential quarter with very little open space. The 
buildings predominantly historic in character, dating back to the Georgian and 
Victorian eras. There is a huge variety of different building types and distinctive 
pockets of development that create a diverse and interesting townscape. 
These are set out in the Kensington Conservation Area Appraisal.

24. King’s Road & 
Sydney Street

A distinct neighbourhood at the intersection of King’s Road and Sydney Street, 
with a concentration of commercial, retail, public and civic amenities. There 
are a number of notable Victorian and Edwardian buildings interspersed 
amongst the predominantly early to mid-20th century residential blocks. 

Character areas
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25. Knightsbridge Located in the east of the borough, the area forms the northern part of the 
Hans Town Conservation Area and the eastern periphery of the adjoining 
Thurloe Estate and Smith’s Charity Conservation Area. It is centred on the 
internationally renowned shopping district focussed along Brompton Road 
and the north of Sloane Street. This includes famous stores such as Harrods 
and Harvey Nichols. Large commercial buildings with  retail uses predominate. 
These are up to 7 storeys tall.  Most of the buildings are traditional, Victorian 
structures made of red brick and stone. However, there are many more 
modern buildings. Some of these do not complement the traditional character 
of the area. As well as these larger scale buildings there are some more 
intimate streets in the west of the area such as Beauchamp Place – a local 
shopping street  lined with 3 - 4 storey traditional, yellow brick terraces.

26. Ladbroke This neighbourhood developed during the latter part of the 19th century, 
with the streets laid out to follow the contours of the high-ground on which 
the area stands. A distinctive feature of the area is the pattern of extensive 
communal gardens situated to the rear of the houses, in contrast to the 
garden squares commonly found in other parts of the borough. These give the 
area a spacious urban form. Notable landmarks include St John’s Church on 
the high ground of Notting Hill. 

Character areas
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27. Lots Village & 
Stanley

The area encompasses the modest but distinctive Victorian terraced houses 
of The Billings and Lots Village as well as the larger scale and looser pattern of 
the College of St Mark and St John which are set within landscaped gardens. 
To the south the river frontage is dominated by the former Lots Road Power 
Station. It has been shaped historically by a diversity of industrial, commercial 
and social uses, as well as Chelsea’s working riverside heritage, a diversity 
which is still evident in its character today.

28. Norland Developed in the mid-19th century as a suburban estate, the area comprises 
predominantly modest terraced houses and retains a fine urban grain and an 
overall cohesive character. The Royal Crescent and a number of formal garden 
squares are notable features. 

29. Notting Dale This neighbourhood has seen several phases of redevelopment since the 
construction of the Westway which replaced the Victorian townscape no 
longer deemed capable of providing good quality housing. Today the area 
encompasses a diverse group of social housing estates. These cover mixture 
of built forms and styles, ranging from low-rise terraced houses and mid-rise 
mansion blocks to the imposing towers within Lancaster West and Silchester 
West Estates. 

Character areas
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30. Notting Hill Gate This area is centred at the busy junction of the A402, Notting Hill Gate, 
Pembridge Road and Kensington Church Street which acts as a transport 
hub and a gateway to Portobello Road.  The area saw a significant period of 
re-development in the 1950's which included the realignment and widening 
of the road.  This has left a legacy of large-scale buildings and coarse urban 
grain, which breaks from the finer grain and historic urban fabric found in the 
surrounding areas. The area contains a number of cultural institutions, notably 
the Notting Hill Arts Club, the Gate Theatre and art galleries. This is a strongly 
urban environment, exacerbated by a busy, congested high street and limited 
green space.  

31. Oxford Gardens – 
St Quintin 

This area is predominantly a quiet residential neighbourhood with suburban 
character and with some parades of shops focussed on the busier Ladbroke 
Grove. The area was laid out in the mid-Victorian period with Kensington 
Memorial Park at its centre. It includes to the east the earlier and denser 
townscape of 3–4 storey terraced townhouses, and to the west the later 19th 
century, more suburban townscape of terraced and semi-detached houses.   

Character areas
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32. Pembridge Pembridge is a predominantly residential area that runs between the bustling 
shopping areas of  Westbourne Grove to the north, Notting Hill Gate to the 
south and Pembridge and Portobello Roads to the west. There is a range of 
different building types ranging from 2–7 storeys. They are predominantly 
traditional in character dating back to the Georgian and Victorian eras and 
include terraced, detached and semi-detached houses. The buildings are 
constructed from a limited palette of materials. This gives the area coherence 
and a commonalty where buildings sit in harmony with one another.

33. Philbeach and 
Earls Court 
Square

This area encompasses a group of mid- to late 19th century residential 
neighbourhoods centred on Neverne Square, Earl’s Court Square, the 
crescents of Philbeach Gardens and Eardley Crescent. The streets are 
mostly laid out with 3-4 storey terraces in a range of architectural styles, with 
some 5-storey mansion blocks and communal gardens and squares. Earl’s 
Court Road forms a bustling shopping district cutting through the area and 
Warwick Road, though flanked by residential terraces, is a busy main road 
that contrasts with the quiet residential streets. St Cuthbert’s Church forms a 
landmark building in the northwest of the area.

34. Portobello Green Redeveloped over successive periods since the original Victorian townscape 
was laid out in the late 19th century, the area encompasses a diverse range 
of architectural styles and urban forms at different scales. It is dominated by 
mid to late-20th century housing estates and by the Westway flyover. However, 
there is a remnant of Victorian townscape focussed around Golborne 
Road Market and the northern extents of Portobello Road. The market is a 
focal point for this area and adds vibrancy and activity. This extends to the 
undercroft of the Westway flyover which hosts meanwhile uses and markets. 

Character areas
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35. Queens Gate and 
Brompton

This area extends from Fulham Road in the south to Hyde Park in the north.  
South Kensington station forms a nexus of activity towards the central and 
southern part of the area, with shops and restaurants. The architectural styles 
range from classic Georgian formality to Regency Italianate, and late-Victorian 
red brick Queen Anne. Within this streetscape there are a number of crescents 
and private garden squares. The northern part of the character area is a 
predominantly residential neighbourhood located between Gloucester Road 
and Queen’s Gate. It dates from the late Georgian period. It is characterised by 
grand and imposing terraces (up to 7 storeys) set out on a generous tree-lined 
streetscape punctuated by garden squares. 

36. Royal Hospital The Royal Hospital is set within expansive gardens fronting the Thames 
which are used annually for the Chelsea Flower Show.  This is a significant 
point of interest in the borough and fronts on to the Chelsea Embankment. 
Vistas towards the hospital complex from the surrounding areas – especially 
the open views from Ranelagh Gardens and Burton Court contribute to the 
identity of the borough as a whole. 

37. Sloane Avenue 
North

A small, varied area centred on the junction between Sloane Avenue, 
Brompton Road and Fulham Road, this neighbourhood includes distinctive 
residential areas and commercial and retail activities focussed on the busy 
main roads. Distinctive Art Nouveau and Art Deco style buildings face onto 
Sloane Avenue and Fulham Road including the ornate Grade II listed Michelin 
House as well as a series of imposing residential blocks: Nell Gwynn, Sloane 
Avenue Mansions; and Chelsea Cloisters. Contrasting with these are smaller 
scale residential blocks within the Wiltshire Close housing estates, which are in 
a greener setting to the east of the area. 

Character areas
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38. Sloane Square This area comprises the Sloane Square Conservation Area, where the 
busy King’s Road, Sloane Street and Lower Sloane Street converge on 
Sloane Square. The renowned shopping district has a vibrant and bustling 
atmosphere, but away from the main roads are quieter residential streets of 
mostly modest late-Victorian and Edwardian terraces and mansion blocks. 
Historically significant buildings form notable landmarks, including the Peter 
Jones department store (Grade II*), Cadogan Hall (Grade II listed) and Holy 
Trinity Church (Grade I listed). 

39. St Charles’ 
Hospital, Balfour 
and Treverton 
Estates

This neighbourhood comprises two distinct, but interlinked housing estates 
from the 1930s and 1960s. The estates represent very different 20th century 
architectural styles: the large tower blocks of Treverton and Raymede (11 
storeys) are set within a mixture of open green spaces, whilst the smaller 
grained Balfour estate is composed of mostly 3-storey elongated blocks of flats 
with private and communal gardens.  The complexes of St Charles’ Hospital 
and the Carmelite Monastery alongside buildings such as the St Charles 
Sixth Form College and Barlby Road Primary School create an enclave with a 
distinctively institutional flavour.  

40. The Westway 
and West London 
Railway Corridor 

This area stretches alongside the West London Railway line and the Westway. 
As well as some vacant sites, there is a diverse number of uses beneath the 
Westway, including leisure and sports facilities, allotments, and storage 
compounds. There is a fringe of industrial buildings adjoining the railway to 
the west and associated very modest workers houses along Latimer Road.
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