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In 2019, the Council successfully secured funding from the Thames  
Regional Flood and Coastal Committee to reduce flood risk in North 
Kensington. Under this scheme Portobello Court has been chosen as 
a potential site for Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) because of its 
open space and location. The project has three phases: draft design,  
detailed design and construction (which will last about three months).  

We are at the draft design stage and want to make sure your views are  
included in developing the detailed design.
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Proposed Draft Design

The figure above shows the draft design. Rain will be collected from the roofs of 
Aston, Archer and Denbigh houses and a smaller proportion from Westbourne 
Grove. It will then be directed to planters and other SuDS in the gardens. The excess 
water will then be directed to the upgraded games area (Multi Use Games Area 
-MUGA) which will provide water storage underneath. The figure below shows how 
water will move throughout the SuDS scheme.

What are 
SuDS?
Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) 
provide ways of managing rain in a 
more natural way and reduce both the 
speed and the amount of water in the 

sewers. They will help to reduce sewer 
flooding in the area. The project includes 
different types of SuDS from rain gardens 
to planters and attenuation tanks. The 
scheme will improve the environment 
and provide you with landscaped 
gardens and an upgraded play area.
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All trees on the gardens will remain and care will be taken not to damage them 
during construction. Railings will have to be removed during construction, but they 
will be reinstated, if that is what residents wish. An information board in Westbourne 
Grove will explain how rain is managed.

Engagement 
to co-design
Your opinion will drive the final design. 
We want to answer your questions on 
the project and the scheme we are 
proposing. We would also like you 
to decide when is the best time for 
construction.

On 20 October at 5pm and 21 October 
at 10:30am we will be holding virtual 
meetings to answer your questions. 
Please email us at planningpolicy@
rbkc.gov.uk if you want to attend and 
we will send you the details to join.  
Alternatively, you can call us on  
020 7361 3012 and ask for Patricia 
Cuervo. Further information is available 
at https://www.rbkc.gov.uk/
PortobelloSuDSconsult
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