
 

 

  



Key information about this consultation 
 
What is the New Local 
Plan Review? 

A Local Plan is the key planning policy document setting a vision 
for the future development of the Borough. It identifies 
development sites and planning policies to achieve this vision. It 
is used to determine planning applications in the Borough. We 
are now undertaking a review to produce a new Local Plan for the 
next 20 years. 
 

What are Borough 
Issues? 

This document sets out what we think are the key issues for the 
New Local Plan Review to address but we want to hear from you 
if we have got it right or what further issues we need to include. 
 

Who is this 
consultation for? 

We want to hear from our communities, businesses and other 
stakeholders about shaping future development in the Borough. 
 

Duration of 
consultation 

This consultation will run for six weeks, from 29 September to 
11:59pm 10 November 2020 
 

How do I respond? You can respond on-line by going to our website 
https://planningconsult.rbkc.gov.uk/  
 
By email, completing the response form available on the link 
above and emailing it to planningpolicy@rbkc.gov.uk 
 
By post, by completing the response form and posting it to: 
Planning Policy Team 
Planning and Place  
Kensington Town Hall  
Hornton Street  
London W8 7NX 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://planningconsult.rbkc.gov.uk/
mailto:planningpolicy@rbkc.gov.uk
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1. Introduction 
 

What is a Local Plan? 

1.1 The Local Plan sets out the vision for future development in the Borough 
over a 20 year period and includes the planning policies to help achieve 
this vision. It can do so by identifying locations that are suitable for good 
growth as well as for conservation and by setting clear guidelines for 
appropriate land uses, form and design of development. The aim is to 
achieve good accessible placemaking that protects and improves 
residentôs health and well-being, provided good quality homes, enhances 
the economy and environment.  

Governmentôs Planning for the Future White Paper 

1.2 The Government began consulting on a White Paper: Planning for The 
Future on 6 August 2020. The consultation will last for 12 weeks. It 
proposes radical changes to the planning system which may mean that 
future consultations related to our own Local Plan change and adapt to 
reflect changing national policy. We have flagged where this could happen 
throughout this document. 

1.3 Please note that we are not inviting comments on the merits, or otherwise, 
of the White Paper. These should be made directly to the MHCLG. 

Why are we reviewing the Local Plan now? 

1.4 The Council adopted its current Local Plan in September 2019, and this 
would normally mean that a New Local Plan Review (NLPR) would not be 
needed until 2024. However, following the Grenfell Tower tragedy the 
Council made a clear commitment to its residents to change its approach 
on how we engage with our communities on planning matters in the future 
and anticipated an early review of our Local Plan. As a Council we have 
adopted new values for the way we operate: putting communities first, 
respecting others, acting with integrity and working together. The Council 
has a desire to promote a healthy, socially connected community that has 
a greater overall resilience. 

1.5 The review must: 

¶ reflect the far reaching and structural changes to the Boroughôs 
economy associated with the Covid-19 crisis; 

 

¶ help drive the post-Covid-19 recovery; 

¶ address the climate change emergency; and, 

¶ address the Governmentôs inclusive growth agenda and see the 
delivery of some 4,500 new homes in the next ten years. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/planning-for-the-future
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What is this issues paper? 

1.6 This Borough Issues document is the very first stage of drafting the NLPR. 
We are not required by regulations to produce this document at this time. 
We have chosen to do so as it gives residents and local businesses an 
opportunity to help shape the NLPR before pen is put to paper. 

1.7 This document raises what we think may be the main issues to be 
addressed by the NLPR. What should be our driving vision? Which parts 
of our existing Local Plan work?  Which bits donôt? How do we translate 
the Governmentôs inclusive growth agenda into ñgood growthò for the 
Borough so that we channel the right development of the right scale in the 
right locations? 

1.8 This is also an opportunity for the Council to share with you what evidence 
we are gathering and your opportunity to tell us what else we may need to 
inform a sound Plan. 

The Local Plan process 

1.9 The drafting of a Local Plan is not a quick process. It must go through 
several formal stages before it can be adopted. The various stages are set 
out in Figure 1.1 below. 

1.10 We are a Council that puts our communities first in the planning process 
and recognise that if the NLPR is to be successful it must draw upon the 
experiences of our residents and local businesses. Details of how we 
intend to do this are set out in our Statement of Community Involvement, 
published in February 2020. We committed to undertake early 
engagement so that residents can tell us what is important to them before 
we start writing any planning policies. This Issues document is our first 
step of early engagement. 

1.11 We must also work within the national and London wide planning 
framework. At the end of the plan making process a planning inspector will 
examine the plan and decide whether or not it is ñsoundò. This process 
takes account of local needs and aspirations and also tests whether the 
Plan has been prepared within the legislative framework. 

  

https://www.rbkc.gov.uk/sites/default/files/atoms/files/Statement%20of%20Community%20Involvement_1.pdf
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Figure 1.1: The Local Plan Process 

 

How does the Local Plan link with the Councilôs priorities? 

1.12 We published our Council Plan in March 2019. This is a document which 
recognises the strengths of the Borough, and also acknowledges the need 
to better engage with our residents in all of our dealings with them.  It is a 
document which will be amended as the challenging facing the Borough 
change.  It can be viewed on our website. 

1.13 The New Local Plan will be the spatial expression of the Council Plan and 
of all the Councilôs strategies as explained visually in Figure 1.2 below. It 
will help us deliver the Councilôs priorities in new developments.  

Figure 1.2: Linking Council Plan priorities to the NLPR 

  

https://www.rbkc.gov.uk/committees/Document.ashx?czJKcaeAi5tUFL1DTL2UE4zNRBcoShgo=u1LSmxDWohGctGF%2B/AeBMjpqvZrxZdxaduOR0HigCLmbYPxeEzV3Cg%3D%3D&rUzwRPf%2BZ3zd4E7Ikn8Lyw%3D%3D=pwRE6AGJFLDNlh225F5QMaQWCtPHwdhUfCZ/LUQzgA2uL5jNRG4jdQ%3D%3D&mCTIbCubSFfXsDGW9IXnlg%3D%3D=hFflUdN3100%3D&kCx1AnS9%2FpWZQ40DXFvdEw%3D%3D=hFflUdN3100%3D&uJovDxwdjMPoYv%2BAJvYtyA%3D%3D=ctNJFf55vVA%3D&FgPlIEJYlotS%2BYGoBi5olA%3D%3D=NHdURQburHA%3D&d9Qjj0ag1Pd993jsyOJqFvmyB7X0CSQK=ctNJFf55vVA%3D&WGewmoAfeNR9xqBux0r1Q8Za60lavYmz=ctNJFf55vVA%3D&WGewmoAfeNQ16B2MHuCpMRKZMwaG1PaO=ctNJFf55vVA%3D
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Overall vision for the New Local Plan 

1.14 The Planning Acts require that each local planning authority must identify 
the strategic priorities for the development and use of land in the 
authorityôs area. We intend to do this through the NLPR, with an ambitious 
and succinct overall vision that reflects our ambitions and our priorities for 
future development. 

1.15 This vision must be guided by and reflect the priorities identified in the 
Council Plan following extensive public engagement. In particular, we 
think that we will need to: 

¶ narrow the inequality which exists across the Borough, and ensure 
that we provide the truly affordable homes1, employment 
opportunities and the social facilities needed by all our residents; 

¶ put green issues and the environment at the heart of all new 
development, so we can support the health and wellbeing or our 
residents, now and long into the future; and, 

¶ build upon the Boroughôs rich cultural heritage, through ensuring 
that the design new development is to the highest quality and 
through the support for our globally recognised town centres and 
their shops, theatres, museums, events, festivals and markets. 

 
Q 1.1 What do you think should be included in the New Local Planôs 
vision? 

 
  

 
1 We call these RBKC Community Homes 
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Figure 1.3: Key facts about the Borough 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  




























































































